126 Book reviews about formal curriculum change which he did not address. In Britain, over the last twenty years, traditional anatomy teaching and dissection time have been greatly squeezed by the demands of new preclinical subjects and knowledge and for more clinical integration. In doing this, has sufficient attention been paid to the latent functions of traditional anatomy in helping students learning to cope with death?
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Child psychiatrists spend a good deal of time in court. This is not, as a rule, because of their criminal behaviour, but because they are now quite frequently asked to provide an opinion for the benefit of magistrates and judges on decisions affecting the welfare of children.
The fitness of parents who may be suffering from mental illness or personality disorders to look after their children; disputes over, whether, for example, a separated father should have rights of contact when the child is living with mother; the placement of disturbed, delinquent children, nonattendance at school -these are all issues on which child psychiatrists are expected to pronounce.
Their views may be sought because the child in question lives in their locality and they have had previous contact with the family. Alternatively they may be asked to give an opinion as expert witnesses.
The furnishing of evidence in these situations has raised a number of ethical dilemmas in the past. Many of these have been, at least to some degree resolved, partly by changes in legislation (1989 Children Act) and partly by changes in professional practice.
In the light of the Act, professionals are expected to act in partnership with Consistent with the popular dependence on the idea of the paradigm shift is Patrick Pietroni's The Greening of Medicine. This book argues that orthodox medicine has trenchantly resisted the messages of green consciousness, but also that there is some early evidence of assimilation. The author is a western-trained practitioner who is in the forefront of incorporating a number of green ideas into daily medical practice in the UK.
According to Pietroni, an enlightened medicine will draw from ideas of interconnectedness, That government intrusion is not so much a green strategy as a cost-driven pragmatic strategy is not lost on Pietroni. He remains open as to whether the bureaucratisation process will be ultimately beneficial to patients. Perhaps he shares some of the demoralisation he sees in the profession as a whole.
In the second half of the book, the dawning influence of green ideas on practice is described. The utopian drive to fight and deny death is slowly being softened through bereavement counselling, palliative care, and the hospice movement. Cancer is often managed in a less aggressive way, incorporating a wider range of expertise than the traditional modalities. Psychiatry has seen extensive revision of its models with divergences away from the biophysical to more egalitarian approaches such as humanistic psychology. The author mentions the excesses some of these endeavours have been associated with, like the false promises of pop psychology and new age self-actualisation. A further insight is to bring out the illegitimacy of the move to equate a number of alternative therapies with green medicine because of the difficulty of assessing the value of alternatives. But, to labour the point, what will be the methodology of such assessment?
Attendance at alternative practices allegedly reflects the failure of orthodox medicine to address problems of the spirit. Pietroni describes three practical attempts in the UK, including his owr. Marylebone health centre, where the aim is to reinstate the spiritual, and to support the values of knowledge and power-sharing, selfhelp and responsibility. Green GPs are seen as latter-day priests offering safety, warmth, active listening, and compassionate touch. All this is not surprising in an age in which empiricism has not left much of a religious sense to sustain us through life's interpersonal and existential struggles. Green ideas are an attempt to help us work out our relations to ourselves and the physical world, given that many have ceased to ponder relations with any deity. But most of us are, in a generic sense at least, religious; perhaps this is why medicine is expected to help us find our way back to the spirit. The question is whether medicine alone can answer such a need, or whether that is asking too much. Will a holistic medical enterprise, critical of the limits of traditional medicine, and purporting to empower people with knowledge and technique to make their lives optimally healthy, be ultimately unaffordable?
Green and inclusive medicine will still be asked to justify itself. Accountability to the values espoused by green consciousness would seem to depend on the tradition of measurement and validation, not on eschewing that tradition. While it provides us with numerous insights into the changes occurring in medical practice, Pietroni's book fudges the provision of a coherent account of the relation of connectedness, which is claimed to be a new way of conceiving medical practice. If connectedness does not collapse into causality, perhaps its elusiveness will spawn a far more insatiable utopianism than it is designed to supplant.
